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Dear All, 
 
What a fantastically busy yet exciting term we’ve had. 
I am sure your children, and perhaps yourselves are 
looking forward to some time off over the festive 
period.  
 
With the Autumn term drawing to a close I’m very 
grateful for all of your support over yet another 
challenging time.  I am acutely aware of the disruption 
to learning that has continued due to a number of 
cases of Covid across the school year groups. 
However, the resilience of our children never ceases 
to amaze me. Their commitment to their learning as 
well as their contribution to school never waivers. 
Whether as part of the school council or a cast 
member in Matilda or by bringing in cans for the 
Salvation Army collection. It all adds up. 
 
As we look towards the festive period we are aware 
that it’s not always the best time for everyone, so we 
will spend some time thinking about those less 
fortunate than ourselves and doing all we can to help 
ensure that we spread a little joy where possible. 
 
I hope that 2022 brings lots of happiness and success 
for all our children and their families. I am looking 
forward to working with you all throughout the 
remainder of this academic year.  
 
With warm wishes  
 

 
 

Interim Principal  
 

Latest News 
School Car Park 

The school parking situation is less than ideal at busy 

times but I would ask for your co-operation when 

arriving to drop off and pick up your children. We have 

as part of our core values respect and kindness and 

would ask that this is extended to situations within the 

car park to ensure harmony both inside and out.  

Spotlight on Governance – Newly Appointed Governor, 
Natalie Wood  
Hello all, and congratulations on a successful Autumn 
term. I am sure (like me) that you are all looking forward 
to a well-deserved and relaxing break.   
 
As a newly appointed governor to Parkfield School, I 
wanted to introduce myself to you all. I have already met 
some of you in and around the school and I look forward 
to meeting many more of you throughout the year as 
well. 
 
Outside of my Governors role I am a Primary school 
teacher with fifteen years teaching experience. The 
majority of my teaching experiences have been in Key 
Stage 1, and this is where my passion for teaching is. I 
have mostly taught across South London, but I have been 
in Dorset now for 2 years and I currently teach Year 1 in 
Poole.   
 
In 2018 I completed a Master’s Degree in Education 
focussing on ‘An exploration of ‘mistake based learning’ 
in Maths’. I passionately believe that ongoing teacher 
research and development is vital to further enhance the 
learning of children.  
 
Parkfield is a very special school and incredibly unique. 
The pupils at Parkfield are extremely lucky to have such 
fantastic resources and opportunities available to them, 
while also being part of such a small, welcoming and 
nurturing community. 
 
I feel incredibly privileged to be a Governor at Parkfield 
and to contribute to the discussions and decisions at 
governing body meetings.  As your Co-opted Governor I 
am truly passionate about teaching and learning and can 
contribute ideas to ensure high standards of achievement 
for all young people at Parkfield. I am looking forward to 
the Spring term.  
 
Have a wonderful Christmas! Stay safe.  
 
Natalie Wood  

For further information on Parkfield School’s LGB, 
please visit the School website 
http://www.parkfieldschool.org/about-us/the-governing-
body   Or www.reachsouth.org  
 

http://www.parkfieldschool.org/about-us/the-governing-body
http://www.parkfieldschool.org/about-us/the-governing-body
http://www.reachsouth.org/
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Uniform September 2022 

Following a very positive consultation with new Year 7 

parents at our open 

evening in 

September, we will 

be moving our 

uniform from the 

black trousers and 

skirts with a grey 

blazer to grey 

trousers and a 

pleated, patterned 

skirt and the same 

school blazer and 

tie. From September 

2022, children 

joining us in Year 7 and current students moving into 

year 9 will be able to purchase the new uniform. The 

transfer from old to new will take a couple of years to 

complete but we hope you agree, this is a welcome 

change. We are working with Stevensons and other 

providers to ensure that the uniform is affordable in 

line with the new government guidance. 

Lockdown Drill 

Shortly after our return in January, we will be looking 

to prepare staff and pupils for a lockdown drill. 

A lockdown procedure is a standard health and safety 

procedure, similar to a fire drill, which would be used 

when there is a threat to the safety of pupils, staff and 

others in the school, and when it is safer for everyone 

to remain in school rather than evacuate to the 

playground like we do in the event of a fire. The aim is 

to keep people safe by confining them to a secure 

place of safety. We will start the process with some 

assemblies to ensure that children are clear about why 

we do these drills and when we might need to initiate 

it. Our SENDCo, Miss Tucker will work closely with 

individual pupils to ensure they are well prepared. 

More details will be shared with parents ahead of the 

drill and your feedback will be much appreciated.  

 

 

 

 

Lateral Flow Testing 

As the daily updates from the Government continue to 

fill our inboxes, we will be asking all of our secondary 

pupils to continue the bi-weekly testing over the 

Christmas period and reporting the results through our 

website. We will once again be staggering the return to 

school for secondary pupils in January to ensure that 

we are able to administer the mass testing to those 

children who we have consent for. To save having to 

ask you again for consent, we will use the September 

responses to enable us to do this. We are grateful for 

your support in asking secondary students to wear 

masks in communal areas, and although we did see an 

increase in cases shortly after October half term we 

were in a fortunate position that we didn’t need to 

move any of our year groups to remote learning.  

 

Remembrance Day 2021 

 
 

We really did share a special moment at 11am on 

Armistice Day. The power of having all 500 children, 

staff and volunteers out at the front of the school 

really did remind us all how special our community is. 

As you may know we have welcomed 12 pupils to 

Parkfield School as part of Operation Warm Welcome. 

This made this occasion even more poignant for us.  

Thank you to everyone who collected bottles for us so 

that we could create our art installation at the front of 

the school.  
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Poetry Corner 
Year 7 have been writing their Recipes to make the 
perfect Parkfield School. I hope you enjoy this one 
by Laila N-S 
 

Take a bucket of respect 

A handful of friendship 

And some books too. 

 

Bring it to the boil.  

 

Combine the kindness and hard work  

Half a cup of children 

But don’t forget the nice teachers! 

 

Leave to simmer. 

 

Mix some tables, chairs and desks, 

Pens, pencils, rubbers and rulers 

 

Reduce the heat. 

 

Serve with some justice and a clink to the glass. 

 
    

 

Performing Arts Update 
It’s been a busy term in the performing arts 

department.   

We welcomed two musicians from Soundstorm to 

perform for our primary students on the 12th 

October.  They shared their skills and information 

about the heritage, crafting and maintenance of the 

Sitar and Tabla drums.   

Years 7 and 8 got to participate in an African 

Drumming workshop on the 12th October with Cheikh 

from Soundstorm.  They learnt to play different 

djembe drum rhythms and Cheikh explained how the 

rhythms have been historically used as a method of 

communication.   

Also in October, students from the BTEC performing 

arts course and members of the Reach Dance 

Company participated in a dance workshop delivered 

by Pavilion Dance 

Southwest.  The 

students enjoyed this 

challenging 

workshop even 

though there were a 

few sore muscles the 

next day. 

On the 7th December 

we had our secondary production of Matilda the 

musical.  Sadly, due to rising rates of Covid we were 

unable to welcome a live audience, however we were 

able to set up a virtual audience via Zoom.  All of our 

students put in an excellent performance and really 

enjoyed participating in the show.  Plans are already 

being put into place for our next performance and we 

hope that we will be able to welcome you all in to 

watch. 

 

Finally, on the 10th December, students from year one 

participated in a virtual dance workshop with Pavilion 

Dance Southwest.  They were able to link up with 2 

other schools from the local area for the workshop 

based on Commotion Dance’s performance of ‘Where 

is Christmas’.  Our students enjoyed getting in the 

festive spirit and having a good dance to some 

Christmas music.  Parkfield School is Pavilion Dance 

Southwest’ learning associate school; we look forward 

to continuing to work with them next year. Thanks to 

all parents for their support. Mrs M Morley  
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Salvation Army Tins Appeal 
Thank you to everyone who brought in tins for the 

Salvation Army. We were able to send them off with so 

many tins they were delighted. We collected 200 items 

in total. A huge thanks for all the support of our 

charitable events throughout the year.  

 

Supporting student safety beyond the 

school gates 
We were lucky enough to have Dorset Police deliver a 

firearms work shop for our year 10 students earlier this 

term. Dorset Police provided valuable advice and 

information to our students. The student’s behaviour 

was exemplary throughout the workshop and they 

took on board lots of advice from the officers. The 

students had opportunity to see different firearms and 

officers spoke about the dangers of these. Students 

had the opportunity to ask questions throughout the 

session which were supportive and informative. 

Working with the police and the safer schools team is 

an integral part of ensuring that our young people are 

safe in the communities in which they live, as well as 

when they are in school.  

Charity 

We raised £762.16 for Children in Need through the 

WisePay donation and cash that was paid for the other 

competitions. This was a great achievement. Thank you 

for your support.  

 
 

Stop Press: lost property 
Are you missing something? It might be in the lost 

property area. Our amazing reception team have 

organised and sorted the lost property from this term 

so please do come and have a look outside reception 

to see if there is an item you’ve been missing.  

Staying safe over the Christmas Period: 
We hope that you have a good couple of weeks 

together but we continue to ask that you follow 

the guidance and stay safe. We would ask that as 

we approach the January return to school that you 

monitor the health of your children against the 

symptoms for COVID, continue with LFD testing 

and record results through the school website.  

PE Update Primary 

Students from Year 5 and 6 have had the opportunity 

to participate in several events and have done 

Parkfield proud. We have participated in a sports 

leader’s event, boys and girls football tournaments and 

cross country. Students represented Parkfield 

extremely well, highlighting our values during all 

activities. Most importantly they have enjoyed the 

opportunity to compete against other local schools and 

have shown lots of determination and motivation to 

improve their performance.  

 

It has been great to be back participating in events and 

hopefully this will continue by offering a variety of 

events in the new year. BRS will continue to offer after 
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school provision for year 5 and 6 in the Spring term. 

This provision will support the students to build 

positive relationships as well as their confidence.  

PE Update Secondary 

It has been enjoyable being able to offer 

extracurricular activities again for all students in 

secondary. We have competed in several fixtures and 

tournaments during the first term. Again, the students 

have shown passion and desire to perform to their 

maximum and have represented Parkfield extremely 

well. During the Autumn we have had several great 

performances and long may this continue. Thanks to all 

parents for their support. Mr A Lloyd 

Plan B Contingency (just in case!) 
After the Prime Minister announced Plan B measures 

for England on 8th December 2021, schools have been 

asked to put contingency plans together. These plans 

would be put in place if: 

• There was another national lockdown 

including school closure like January 2021 

(hopefully unlikely).  

• OR if the number of staff absent with Covid (or 

having to isolate) after the Christmas break 

makes running the school impossible as there 

are not enough other staff to provide 

adequate supervision for students. At the 

moment close contacts of the Omicron variant 

have to isolate.  

• OR if the numbers of Covid cases within a year 

group is significantly above ‘breakout’ 

thresholds.  

 

If the School needed to move to remote teaching for 

one or all Year Groups: 

• There will not need to be onsite testing for 

those not coming in. Please keep testing at 

home 

• Full remote teaching will begin on Wednesday 

5th January 

• There will be a help video and instructions sent 

to you to remind your child how to access the 

remote learning (we have already reminded 

secondary students of this).  

• Educare will be operational from Wednesday 

5th January. A booking form and eligibility for 

Educare places will be sent out straight away 

upon notification of School Closure or closure 

of a Year Group. 

 

 

Key Dates 
January 2022  

Tuesday 4th Inset Day (school closed for 
students) 

Wednesday 5th  ALL PRIMARY Children return 
Year 7 & Year 8 children return 
COVID testing on arrival 
 
All other years access virtual 
learning through Teams 

Thursday 6th Year 9, 10 & 11 return – COVID 
testing on arrival 
All other years attend as 
normal  

Tuesday 25th  Year 10 Parents’ evening  

 
February 2022 

 

Tuesday 1st    Year 9 Parents’ evening 

Tuesday 8th  Year 6 Parents’ evening 
Internet Safety Day 

Tuesday 15th Year 8 Parents’ evening  

Friday 18th Break up for half term 

 
March 2022 

 

Wednesday 2nd  Year 9 Options evening 

Thursday 3rd  World Book Day 

Wednesday 16th  Year 11 Invite only parents’ 
evening  

Friday 18th  Comic relief non-uniform day 

 
March 2022 

 

Friday 8th Inset day  
Break up for Easter 

  


