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Dear All, 
Welcome to the second edition of the Parkfield 
Press. We are delighted to be able to share some of 
the highlights from what has been a particularly 
challenging term at times.  

 
As we start to look towards the Christmas break, I 
would like to wish you all a safe and enjoyable 
festive season.  I know for many families it’s going 
to be a Christmas like no other, so I would like to 
highlight the support that is provided for families 
via the school website. As a close community it is 
essential that we look out for, and support each 
other when times are tough.  
 
I myself am local to Bournemouth so will be 
enjoying some sea air over the two week break and 
catching up on some much missed reading. The gift 
of a book can be the most valuable possession I 
think and one that you can revisit time and time 
again.  
 
I would also like to publicly thank the staff team at 
Parkfield School for their efforts over the past term. 
Not only have they been supporting our children in 
their return to school, planning and preparing 
topical and exciting lessons but they’ve been wiping 
down desks, distributing hand sanitiser and 
delivering remote lessons via Teams!  
 
As the new Interim Principal it has been my 
pleasure to get to know your children over the last 
half term. They have made me feel very welcome. I 
was glad to see so many parents on our Zoom call 
and looking forward to seeing more of you in the 
New Year.  
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 

Interim Principal  
 

 

Latest News 
Lateral Flow Testing 

You might have heard on the news that all secondary 

schools from January 2021 will be trained in 

administering the lateral flow Covid tests. This will of 

course be with your consent. We await further details 

in the New Year but we see this as being a positive 

move in order to ensure the safety of our children and 

staff as well as supporting the children to continue to 

make progress in their lessons with their regular class 

teacher.  

 

Uniform January 2021 

Following our communication earlier this month, we 

are looking forward to all students returning to 

Parkfield in January in their full school uniform. If 

there are any concerns about this, please do not 

hesitate to contact the school office. We have posted 

the details for Stevensons on our school website and 

you can check the uniform requirements at this link: 

https://parkfieldschool.org/about-us/uniform  

If you have uniform at home that your child has 

outgrown and it still has life in it, then please feel free 

to donate that to school as we will soon be starting a 

“nearly new” shop for school uniform.  

 

Remembrance Day 2020 

Secondary School children at Parkfield took part in a 

range of activities leading up to Remembrance Day 

within their daily act of worship. As with most aspects 

of life at present, this year activities have been slightly 

different. As well as the history of Remembrance Day 

and the work of the Royal British Legion, this year 

students have explored how the sacrifices of those in 

the past have allowed us the freedoms we enjoy 

today.  Something that we are more aware of, given 

the ongoing Covid restrictions. 

All students decorated a poppy and these have been 

displayed in Community Groups; many poppies are 

the traditional red, others are purple to remember 

the animals who continue to work alongside our 

soldiers and veterans. 

 

 

https://parkfieldschool.org/about-us/uniform
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Poetry Please 
Year 7 have been looking at poetry from different 
cultures, and the students have been writing their 
own ‘Recipe Poems’ which are based on Benjamin 
Zephaniah’s fabulous poem ‘The British’. 
 

First, make sure to add the building 
And chairs to sweeten the bake.  Make 
Sure to leave it for an hour, then you 
Can start. 
 
Next, sprinkle 600 grams of kind and  
Loving children to increase the size of 
The bake. 
 
Following this, pour in 30kg of teachers, 
To purify and add a nice melt when you 
Eat it. 
 
Following that, trickle in 3kg of homework, 
To spice the bake a bit, and to add some 
Pressure to it. 
 
Then, throw in some tests to increase the 
Colour and brightness.  Make sure to let it 
Melt for around 3 hours.  This allows the 
Texture to form. 
 
Finally, pour in some kindness, love and joy, 
And end it off with 15kg of knowledge 
To give it a chocolatey flavour. 
 
   By Matas Wasilewski – 7F 

 

D.E.A.R 
D.E.A.R is having a new year makeover following the 

receipt of several class sets of texts for students to 

read. The aim is to support both the literacy and 

comprehension skills of our students. Research has 

shown that often it is the case that the level of 

reading ability needed to answer GCSE questions is 

higher than the average of a year 11 student. We 

want to address this to ensure the best outcomes for 

our students.  

 

 

 

 

E-Safety 
We have seen an increase in concerns raised by 

students and parents about the use of social media 

amongst our school community.  

 

My top tips for keeping our children safe online are: 

 Don’t let them use their mobile phone in their 

bedrooms. Having their phone in their room can 

make them take risks that they wouldn’t if they 

were using their phone in a more public space in 

the home.  

 Regularly look at the chats that they are members 

of (WhatsApp, Instagram, Snapchat & TikTok) and 

talk about how they communicate with others.  

 Consider having a mobile phone amnesty at 8pm 

each evening so that children can have an hour or 

so before bed without their phones or other 

devices. Research shows that the light frequency 

emitted from their phones is the same as daylight 

and can wake them up meaning they struggle to 

sleep.  

 If they use their phone as an alarm to wake them 

up, please buy them an alarm clock for Christmas 

to help reduce this pressure.  

 

Please have a look at this helpful guide for parents 

when managing the use of WhatsApp. 

https://www.bark.us/guides/app-

management/whatsapp   

Please have a look at this helpful guide for parents 

when managing the use of TikTok. 

https://www.bark.us/guides/app-management/tiktok  

 

Salvation Army Tins Appeal 
Thank you to everyone who brought in tins for the 

Salvation Army. We were able to send them off with 

so many tins they were delighted. A huge thanks for 

all the support of our charitable events throughout 

the year.  

 

 

 

https://www.bark.us/guides/app-management/whatsapp
https://www.bark.us/guides/app-management/whatsapp
https://www.bark.us/guides/app-management/tiktok
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Getting in contact 
The first port of call for all parents of secondary pupils 

is the Community Leader. In our experience, they are 

in the best position to resolve most issues. The team 

is as follows: 

 

7F Miss Urch 

7K Mrs Courtauld 

7P Miss Tournaire 

8F Mr Moseley 

8K Mrs King & Miss Bray 

8P Mrs Read 

9F Miss Walton & Mr Hotson 

9P Mrs Cosserat & Miss Woodley 

10P Mrs Brown 

11P Mrs Scourfield 

 

Remote Learning 
We will be posting on our website the remote 

learning policy and guidance for the coming term 

should your child need to isolate. Please do check that 

you have teams downloaded on to a mobile device, 

tablet, laptop or PC.  

Careers 
Parkfield are pleased to report that during this busy 

term all of our Year 11 pupils have completed their 

IAG Careers 1-1 Guidance interviews with 

SAMEE (Support And Mentoring Enabling 

Entrepreneurship).   It is always pleasing to hear the 

positive discussions afterwards amongst our young 

people.   

We are also pleased to report that our Year 10s are 

underway with the DASH project, sponsored by JP 

Morgan.  Working through the YE Learning Zone, the 

online courses are designed to support young people 

to develop the vital skills they need to earn and look 

after their money. They are working on Route to 

Success and Employable Me. Each course is structured 

around a series of units, providing young people with 

multiple opportunities to learn, do and review. 

Conditions allowing, there will be a work place visit 

attached to the program in the Summer term.  

This year will see KS3 Careers Awareness initiatives to 

ensure our younger people have plenty of options to 

work towards in their future.  

Please always keep an eye on our Careers page on the 

website where important dates for events and open 

evenings are regularly posted.  A reminder not to miss 

the virtual careers fair for which we are joining 

Ringwood School, a marvellous opportunity with all 

areas of next steps being addressed.  

https://www.ringwood.hants.sch.uk/academic-

curriculum/careers/careers-fair/ 

 

 

Staying safe over the Christmas Period: 
We hope that you have a good couple of weeks 

together but we continue to ask that you follow 

the guidance and stay safe. We would ask that as 

we approach the January return to school that 

you monitor the health of your children against 

the symptoms for COVID and let us know as soon 

as possible if there is a sickness.  

 

During the school closure period, please report 

Covid related illness/contact information via the 

red tab on our website www.parkfield.org or 

email covid@parkfield.bournemouth.sch.uk 

 

https://www.ringwood.hants.sch.uk/academic-curriculum/careers/careers-fair/
https://www.ringwood.hants.sch.uk/academic-curriculum/careers/careers-fair/
http://www.parkfield.org/
mailto:covid@parkfield.bournemouth.sch.uk
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Key Dates 

January 2021  

Monday 4th INSET Day (school closed for 
students) 

 
February 2021 

 

 Friday 12th   INSET Day (school closed for 
students) 

 15th to 19th Half term break 

Monday  22nd   
 

Spring Term 2 commences 

  

Stop Press: lost property 
Are you missing something? It might be in the lost 

property area. Our amazing reception team have 

organised and sorted the lost property from this term 

so please do come and have a look outside reception 

to see if there is an item you’ve been missing.  

Year 6 news 
Within PSHE this term, Year 6 have been celebrating 

differences within our school community. This unit 

has linked wonderfully to our RE unit where we have 

celebrated the Islamic and Christian faiths. Within 

PSHE we have also been looking at reasons why some 

individuals may feel power over others and how we 

might feel on the receiving end. Adrian Mitchell’s 

poem, ‘Back in the playground blues’ was used as a 

model. The students discussed different language 

features and the meaning behind his words before 

developing their own. 

The Crown – a Review by Year 6 
Hello, I am Christopher. I am a Year 6 student at Parkfield. I 
am incredibly passionate about the Royal Family, and have 
really enjoyed watching the Netflix series, The Crown.  
  
This season includes 10 episodes. Each episode explains a 
key story during the Queen’s reign. Below are the 10 key 
stories that are told during Season 1:  

 Elizabeth and Philip’s Wedding  

 King George IV’s death  

 Elizabeth’s Coronation  

 David and Wallis Simpson  

 Marriage troubles of the Queen and Prince Philip  

 The relationship between Princess Margaret and 
Peter Townsend  

 Winston Churchill coming to power  

 The Great Smog (this led to the Clean Air Act in 
1956)  

 Antony Eden (new Prime Minister after Churchill)  

 Prince Philip’s Role as the Queen’s husband  
  
Some people argue it is fiction whilst others say it is factual; 
however, I find it incredibly interesting either way. If 
history, British values and patriarchy interest you, you may 
also enjoy the show.  You will also meet other characters: 
Lord Mountbatten, Queen Mother, Queen Mary and 
Winston Churchill.    Personally, my favourite episode is the 
Queen’s coronation as I thoroughly enjoy how they have 
included the crown jewels and fashion of the time to make 
it seem incredibly realistic and reliable.  I would rate this 
season as 5 out of 5. I hope you enjoy this review.  Thanks 
Christopher. 
 

Year 1 - Bees 
Bees class has been very busy over the last term. They 

have read the story ‘Whatever Next’ and created their 

own versions which have been written up in best 

handwriting and displayed on the wall in the corridor 

outside of the classroom. They also made posters 

advertising a Space Picnic which are on display. They 

tasted a variety of foods and wrote about how they 

tasted, smelled, looked etc. Senses are part of the 

science curriculum for this year so fitted in nicely with 

‘Whatever Next’. Mrs Burns is very proud of all the 

work the children have done. Well done all.  

 


